THE QARA MOUNTAINS

dismissed at the instance of their owners, who considered
that they would be safer in their own district, and because
I found that I could raise local ones. The problem when
carrying precious specimens is to avoid having them dashed
to the earth and ruined by restive pack animals, conse-
quently the selection of new beasts demanded infinite
care.

Our route climbed westwards from the basin of 'Ain

through rolling stony meadows; it was nowhere so steep as

to make us dismount, yet here and there it crossed high

ground   commanding   magnificent   views   of  the   whole

mountain chain.  To the northward spacious downs, gentle

and undulating, rose to the skyline.  Behind us they swept

downwards till they merged into the forested ridges and

valleys that tumbled to the plain of Jurbaib. I halted to take

bearings on known points on the coast seventeen miles

below, while one of my party raced down the grassy slope

to a clump of trees that marked the spring of Isam, famous

for its wild-growing, bitter limes, soon to return with his

skirt full of them.   Thence we reached the brink of a

wooded vale, one of the upper sources of the Wadi Arbot,

and moved down to camp in it at 1650 feet.

There I was soon to grow familiar with the cry of
herdsmen - whop - whop - whop r-r-r-r-r, and the swish of
moving cattle herds, for the pool of Khiyunt was only a
little way up the valley, and the hills about my camp
swarmed each morning, at intervals of half an hour or so,
with droves on their way to or from watering.

The cattle wealth of these mountains must be prodigious
by Arabian standards. Every man and woman possesses
some head of kine. A few individuals of the Qara and
Shahara may have upwards of a hundred, though the line
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